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Better one day in your courts 
than a thousand elsewhere. 
Better the threshold of the house of my God 
than a home in the tents of the wicked. 
For a sun and shield is the LORD God, 
bestowing all grace and glory. 
The LORD withholds no good thing 
from those who walk without reproach. 
O LORD of hosts, 
blessed are those who trust in you! (Psalm 84) 



From Father Kevin Clinton, pastor 

150 years ago began "a work in progress"! 

As your pastor I join Fr. Dave and Deacon Bob in congratulating 
the people of the Western Catholic Community and especially 
the folks that worship at St. John's Church in Union Hill.   Thank 
you for celebrating the 150 years of faith community.  We all 
stand on the shoulders of those who have gone before us.  The 
hard work of the Union Hill immigrant pioneers started a "work 
in progress" that would be called St. John's of Union Hill.  
Coming from centuries of the cultural traditions and 
experience from European farms and villages, they knew it was 
vital to each immigrant and each family to start a church which 
would celebrate and nurture family, community and faith life.  
 Of course all that would become "St. John's" was not in place 

150 years ago, but the vision and the confidence in God being with the founders was certainly 
present.   

 The timing and need of a faith community starting 150 years ago makes sense to me.  The end 
of the Civil War had just happened and the trauma to the country was immense.  600,000 
soldiers were killed.  Even more returned having survived but they also had been traumatized 
by the experience.   The immense grief of the human community called for the medicine of 
strong communities of faith to "bind up the nation's wounds"  bringing the grace of God into 
the efforts for a new beginning.   In my mind, it is no accident that the infant faith community 
of St. John's would begin in a place newly called "Union Hill".   

 So we stand on the shoulders of the people and their priests, the educators, farmers, business 
people, the moms, dads and children of generations who did the "work in progress" that is St. 
John's of Union Hill today.   But the work is still progressing.  1865 and 2015 are 150 years 
apart.  We are the pioneers the next generation will stand on.  We, like previous generations 
before us, are to keep moving forward, accessing our resources, judging our potential, and 
saying our prayers together as a community.  In these ways we are doing exactly what the 
founders began doing 150 years ago.   Celebrating an anniversary of 150 years certainly does 
applaud the past, but at the same time it challenges us to have vision and confidence in God to 
move forward a work of God in progress.    I ask God's blessing on all our efforts in the Western 
Catholic Community and people who worship at the three sites of our parish.   

  

Rev. Kevin I. Clinton  

Pastor 



 From Father David Barrett 

October, 2015  

  Dear Family and Friends of St. John the Evangelist 
in Union Hill,  

 I send greetings to all of you who are connected 
in some way to this beautiful church in Union Hill.  
I write you on the very special occasion of the 
150th Anniversary of the Church.  Founded to help 
the rural people of the area, this Church 
community has been very strong in its 
commitment to love Jesus Christ while loving 
others.  The community is tight-knit, yet opens to 
all who live in this wonderful area.  Being located across the street from a ballpark and a bar, St. 
John has been in the center of the lives of all the people in the area.  

 We all have memories of this special place, some for a long time and for others of us a rather 
short time.  What I hope the pages of this book do is trigger many memories of this community 
that has existed for 150 years  From its proud beginning with Franciscan friars that lasted most 
of the history, to the belonging now to the New Prague Area Catholic community.  We come 
here now to celebrate all of this.  

 I want to recognize Fr. Elgar Bockenfeld who served this church for 43 years, nearly a third of 
the Churches existence.  I hear constantly of all the good work he did and how he treated the 
people of the Church like family.  He was good to you and you were very good to him.  I am 
thankful to many of the priests who served here before me.  I consider serving after them to be 
a real honor.  I have been here a few month short of 5 years starting here in January of 2011.  I 
have enjoyed serving here and have felt much supported by the great people of this Church, 
along with all the members of what we call the Western Catholic Community that also includes 
the Church of St. Scholastica in Heidelberg.  

 I offer my blessing for the Church along with the blessing of the Holy Father Pope Francis that 
will be displayed on a parchment to be displayed in the Church.  Have a great day of 
celebration.  We celebrate the past, but we also look to the future as we try and remain a 
strong rural presence.  May we continue to serve each other and reach out to server others in 
this area.  I congratulate this Church on her accomplishments.  

 In the Love of Jesus Christ,  

 Reverend Father David Barrett  

 Regional Associate Pastor        



150th Anniversary Eucharistic Liturgy 
Bishop Andrew Cozzens, presider 

 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
INTRODUCTORY RITES 
Opening Hymn:  All Are Welcome, Hymnal 414 
  Penitential Act 
  Glory to God:   Mass of Creation 
Collect 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Reading 1:   Wisdom 7:7-11 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 90 
Reading 2:   Hebrews 4:12-13 
Gospel Acclamation 
Gospel:   Mark 10:17-30 
Homily 
Profession of Faith 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Preparation of the Gifts 
 Hymn:   Beautiful Savior, Hymnal 33 
Eucharistic Acclamations 
  Holy, Holy:   Mass of Creation 
  Memorial Acclamation: Mass of Creation #2 
  Great Amen:   Mass of Creation 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Sign of Peace 
Lamb of God:   Mass of Creation 
Holy Communion 
 Hymn:   One Bread One Body, Hymnal 348 
    Here I Am, Lord, Hymnal 378 
    The Servant Song, Hymnal 374 
Prayer After Communion 
 
CONCLUDING RITES 
Blessing 
Dismissal 
Closing Hymn:   Holy God We Praise Thy Name, Hymnal 34 

 
 
 
 



THE STORY OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

The story of St. John the Evangelist, Union Hill, is 

more than a story about the erection of a building 

out of brick and mortar. The word, church, is 

derived from the German word kirche which 

designates a building. What is being celebrated 

today is not a building. As the history below tells 

us, there have been many incarnations of 

buildings in the history of St. John the Evangelist, 

the present structure lasting quite a few years 

now.  

However, the word that best describes what we 

are celebrating today is derived from the Greek 

word, koinonia, the Latin word, communio, which 

means community. This is the Church about which 

Jesus speaks in the Gospels, about which the 

apostle to the Gentiles, St. Paul writes in his many 

epistles. The history of St. John the Evangelist is 

about the living stones of the Church, described so 

poetically by the psalmist. It is the flesh and blood and souls of our early Christian ancestors up 

to the present that we truly celebrate this day. We as a communio of faith make up the living 

stones, the living brick and mortar as it were, of St. John the Evangelist, one brick of a much 

larger world wide Church.  

We are celebrating in this year of 2015 the 150th Anniversary of St. John the Evangelist. At a 

glance, one would think mathematically we were off by two years since the present site of St. 

John the Evangelist was approved by Bishop Grace in 1867. However, the Church is not made of 

brick, but of living stones. The foundation of living stones for this present incarnation of St. John 

the Evangelist were laid in 1865 at the little log church of St. John the Evangelist. St. John the 

Evangelist historian, Victorin Ruhland noted, “In 1865 Father Maly started recording church 

records in a separate book for those families belonging to St. John’s, a log church about 4 miles 

southwest of the present day Union Hill. Fr. Maly pastor of St. Wenceslaus in New Prague had 

also been assigned by Bishop Grace to care for the spiritual needs of the Irish and German 

families belonging to St. John’s.”  

The earliest living stones of St. John the Evangelist were immigrants from Ireland and Germany. 

Following the Treaty of Traverse des Sioux in 1851, the people began to settle the land in 

Southeastern Belle Plaine Township, Southwestern Helena Township in Scott County, and 

Eastern Derrynane Township in Le Sueur County. 



Research down by John D O’Connell (The Log Church In Derrynane) suggests that Irish and 

German settlers constructed a log church named after St. John the Evangelist around the years 

1857 and 1858. However, more recent research suggests that this church was built later, in the 

1860 or 1861. 

 

Life for these early settlers was difficult and filled with many hardships. Along with the ongoing 

poor relationships with the people from the Dakota nation, resulting in violence and death, the 

settlers struggled in clearing the land, building homes, and pestilence that struck not only their 

crops, and livestock, but also their families.  

 

 



The following, written by Fr. Elgar 

Bockenfeld OFM and Dorothy Dohmen, 

from the 125th Anniversary booklet, 

describes what life was like for these early 

settlers. 

“The first homes were built of logs which 

the settlers cut down from timber that 

was available close by. The tools used in 

erecting a log house were hammers, 

broad axe, axe, and a drawing knife. Most 

homes were one or one and a half stories 

high. The only light in the evening was from the blazing fire or a metal bowl containing a wick 

and lard or animal fat for a candle. Later, people made their own candles from tallow or wax, 

using tin molds. 

“Food for the table was obtained from the 

plentiful supply of meat in the area which 

they trapped or shot with the rifle. Grain was 

available only if they crushed it themselves. 

The pioneers were used to living frugally and 

it was many years before good flour, coffee, 

and other staples became available to them. 

“The pioneers brought clothing with them 

when they came and that lasted for many 

years. The housewife did all the family sewing, 

mending, and making garments for all in the 

family. In time, most homes had a spinning 

wheel for homespun materials. Wooden 

shoes were the ordinary foot gear of these 

Union Hill settlers. 

“These pioneers faced great hardships.  … The 

long hard winters created many problems besides many people perishing from illnesses and 

then epidemics such as diphtheria and small pox in later years. Doctors were almost unheard of 

and were many miles away.” 

Benedictine priests came to Shakopee in 1857 and began to visit people in their homes, 

celebrating Mass, baptizing babies, marrying couples, and burying the dead. Some of the 

earliest records of baptisms, marriages and deaths from this area have been found in the 

sacramental records of St. Mark’s in Shakopee and St. Wenceslaus in New Prague. 



Vic Ruhland, who has done extensive research about the origins of St. John the Evangelist, 

wrote that the earliest sacramental record in which St. John the Evangelist is notated is dated 

February 24, 1861. Mr. Ruhland wrote that it was for the baptism of Helen Clifford, daughter of 

John and Margaret Clifford by Fr. Haindl OSB. 

 

  Top Row, left to right: Fr Benedict Haindl OSB, Fr. Eberhard Gahr OSB, and Fr. 
  Cornelius Wittman OSB. Bottom row, left to right: Fr. Bruno Riess OSB,  
  Fr. Melnulph Stuckenkemper OSB, and Fr. George Scherer OSB. 
 

Mr. Ruhland continues, “In 1862 Fr. Peter Maly, a diocesan priest located at St Wenceslaus in 

New Prague, was assigned to also care for the spiritual needs of the young parish in Derrynane. 

My investigation of his records showed that he also included the Latin notation "eccel. St. 

Joannes Ev." and were recorded in one common document kept at St. Wenceslaus. A review of 

his entries showed that six Baptisms occurred in 1862, eight in 1863 and four.in 1864 evenly 

divided between the . German and Irish surnames. Two marriage records were recorded; one in 

1863 and the other in 1864. The 1863 marriage was of Ed O'Leary and Alice Duffy. The 1864 

marriage was of Caspar Barten and Elizabeth Schmitz Giesen. In 1865 Fr. Maly started a book 

exclusively for the records of St. John's with the entry of 6 Baptisms that year.” 

During this time, there was also the building of the Lochen Log Cabin Church, so named because 
it was built on the land of Henry Lochen. The people made a request to Bishop Thomas Grace 
for the church of St. Stephen to be established around the end of 1862 and 1863. Bishop Grace 
denied the request. In 1864, a second request was made to Bishop Grace, who denied the 
request a second time. In Vic Ruhland’s research, he found an account written by Hubert 
Bonzolet in 1900 that described the great sadness that came over the people of the Lochen Log 
Cabin Church. Bonzolet wrote that some of the people went to St. Benedict, others 



to Sacred Heart in Belle Plaine, 

and others to the St. John the 

Evangelist log cabin church. 

Mr. Ruhland sums up the 

reasoning behind Bishop 

Grace’s denial. “Conceivably, 

the bishop in making his 

decision could well have been 

aware by this time of the 

problems that St. John's Log 

Church had (too small and too 

close to Heidelberg) and  

 A drawing of the Lochen Church built on the land of Henry Lochen.                decided that the existence of 

two log churches was not in the best interest of the diocesan church. Rather, a new bigger 

church between the two would be preferred as did happen a couple years later.” 

Mr. Ruhland continues, “Fr. Alexander Berghold took over the 

duties at St. John's early in 1866 and a short time later 

announced that the church was closed. The St. Scholastica 

1910 document states that later "in September of 1867, Bishop 

Thomas Grace abolished the parish because the two parishes 

(St. Scholastica and St. John's) were so close together and the 

church was abandoned. In place of this deserted church, the 

German members agreed to build a church about 5 miles to 

the north". O'Connell wrote that "the parish was divided 

between St. Thomas  and Union Hill. The German families went 

to Union Hill, as that was more nearly in the center of the German         Bishop Thomas Grace 

settlement where they built a bigger and better church and called it St. John's. The Irish 

gravitated towards others of their race and joined the St. Thomas parish." Fr. Berghold is given 

much credit for organizing the new parish and building of the new church in short order. He 

blessed the new church on July 15, 1867, the book of records Fr. Maly started in 1865 for St. 

John's Parish, now located at Union Hill, includes six Baptisms for 1866 and twelve for 1867.” 

John Unzen donated three acres of land and Valentine Lenz donated five acres of land for the 

present church and a portion of the cemetery. The community found a contractor and a builder 

from Shakopee and with the help of parishioners, the wooden framed church was built. It was 

completed and dedicated by July of 1867. Several years later, during the time that Father 

Schenk was pastor, a bell tower was erected and a bell installed. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The framed church of St. John the Evangelist, built in 1867 on the present site. 

Friars from the Order of Friars Minor (OFM or Franciscans) established a friary at St. John the 

Baptist Church in Jordan, Minnesota in 1857. From the friary in Jordan, priests were sent out to 

the rural parishes of St. Benedict, Marystown, St. Joseph (Jordan), Belle Plaine, Heidelberg, and, 

St. John the Evangelist in Union Hill. 

The Friars would live in community at the Friary of St. John the Baptist In Jordan, from Sunday 

Vespers (evening) to Friday afternoon. On Fridays, they would travel on horseback to the 

churches they served, usually living in the sacristy or a small room in the back of the church 

building. On Saturdays, they would teach catechism to the children of the parish, instruct those 

adults seeking to be baptized, meet with couples who wish to marry, visit the sick, bring Holy 

Communion to the homebound, officiate at weddings, and hear 

confessions.  

While at St. John the Evangelist, the Friars would rely on the generosity 

and hospitality of the parishioners for meals. If there was a death 

during the week, the Friars would travel to the parish and celebrate a 

Requiem Mass for the deceased parishioner. 

After a meeting in 1882, Father Fabian Rechtiene OFM, and the 

parishioners of St. John the Evangelist decided to build a larger brick 

church. Brother Adrian Wewer OFM was the architect of the project 

and directed the work on the new church in an unbelievably short 

amount of time, the church was built, the cornerstone being laid on              Brother Aidrian Wewer 



May 20, 1883 and Bishop Thomas Grace coming to Union Hill on July 2, 1884 to dedicate the 

church. Christmas Midnight Mass was celebrated seven months later. 

  

Cornerstone of St. John the Evangelist Church, 1883. 

 

An older picture of the present St. John the Evangelist Church. 



When the present church was built, there was a small sacristy on the north side of the 

sanctuary. This is where the server albs, church decorations, and other items used for liturgy 

are stored today.  

 

The north sacristy was the original sacristy of the church when it was built 
In 1883. It is now where server albs and liturgical items are stored. 

 

The priest would sleep in a small room on the south side of the sanctuary, which is now our 
present sacristy. In this room was a small office, a bed, and a wood burning stove to keep the 
priest warm during the cold autumn and winter months. 
 

 
This is where the priests would have a small office, a bed and a wood burning 
stove when they were at St. John the Evangelist. This room now serves as the 

sacristy of the church. 

 
There is a true story of one Friar who stayed overnight during the middle of the week. He had 

traveled to St. John’s in order to celebrate the Requiem Mass of a parishioner who had died. 

While he slept in this room, two men broke into the church to rob it, unaware that the priest 



was sleeping in his small room to the side of the sanctuary. Both the priest and the robbers 

were surprised to see each other. As they tied the priest up, the two robbers apologized to the 

priest for interrupting his sleep and for robbing him and the church of its valuables. Upon taking 

what they could of the valuables of the church, they left the priest tied up on his bed. He 

eventually freed himself from the ropes that secured him and spent the rest of the night 

sleeping in the choir loft of the church. 

On July 10, 1910, Archbishop John Ireland came to St. John the 

Evangelist for the first time to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. While there he examined the priest’s weekend living 

quarters. Though Father Heribert Slotter OFM, the pastor, told the 

Archbishop that the living quarters were fine, the Archbishop spoke 

to the people of the parish and insisted that the living quarters for 

the priests be improved. Father Heribert planned the brick addition 

to the church, vastly improving the living quarters and lives of the 

priests. In the plans were an addition of four rooms, the outside brick 

of the addition perfectly matching the brick of the church. The cost of 

the  addition was $1026.60. 

   Archbishop John Ireland            

 

The two story, four room, brick addition that Fr. Heribert Stotter OFM added to the back of St. John the 

Evangelist under the insistence of Archbishop John Ireland. A front porch was later enclosed and made into a 

kitchen for the Friars.   

 



                              

The narrow stairway to the second floor of                                  The former front porch, now kitchen to the 
the residence Fr. Heribert added on to the                                   priest’s residence. It is here that Fr. Elgar made 
back of the church.                                                                             his world famous corn relish. 
 

 
The present day office of Fr. Dave Barrett, was the lower level living space for many Friars over the 

               years. As Fr. Elgar’s health declined making the climbing of steps more difficult, he used this space 
as a bedroom and a sitting room.  



Father Heribert Stotter contributed much to the improving of the 
church and campus of St. John the Evangelist. He built the teacher’s 
residence at a cost of $1700. In 1909, by exchanging the original 
huge bell that hung in the church tower, along with an additional 
$1000, he bought the melodious bells we presently have from the 
Stockstede Company of St. Louis, Missouri. The largest of the bells 
has the inscription, “May the Blessed St. John the Disciple of Love, 
teach us to love God.” The second largest bell has the inscription, 
“Saint Stephan, Martyr of Christ, Pray for Us.” This bell was donated 
by Stephan Huss. The smallest of the bells has the inscription, “May 
the Virgin Mary bless us with her dear child.” Imagine if your will, 
that whenever these bells are rung, the prayer intentions inscribed 
on the bells are being heard over the surrounding  

Fr. Heribert Stotter OFM       countryside. In their sounding, “Teach us to love God,” Pray for us!” 
and “Bless us with Mary’s dear child!” echo over the farmland, blessing the soil, the crops and 
ourselves with their prayer. 
 
As if the building of additional living quarters, a teacher’s residence, and the installation of 
three new church bells were not enough, Father Heribert, in 1910, also added the green marble 
holy water fonts at the entry way of the church. Every time we bless ourselves with this water, 
we are reminded of the water of our own baptism. In 1914, with the assistance of the St. 
Annes’ Women’s Society, Father Heribert bought the confessional that is still in use today. 
 

 
The confessional that Fr. Heribert bought 

with the aid of the St. Annes’ Women’s Society. 



THE SCHOOL 
 

The first school was built in 1873, but as the new brick church was being planned, it became 
necessary to move the school. The old school was converted into a residence for the School 
Sisters of St. Francis, a religious teaching order, who were committed to teach at the parish 
school. The old church was converted into a school building. This work was all done by the men 
of the parish to keep costs down. The School Sisters of St. Francis taught at St. John the 
Evangelist from 1884 to 1888. The mother house of this religious order later discontinued 
teaching at St. John the Evangelist because the sisters were unable to attend Mass with any 
frequency and receive Holy Communion. 

 
St. John the Evangelist School in the 1880’s. 

 

In December of 1894, the school and the sister’s residence were destroyed by fire. In August of 
1895, a new brick school building was built, then blessed by Father Othmar Putthoft OFM. It 
was a two story school with living quarters for the teachers in the rear. In 1915, Father 
Raymond Holte OFM, remodeled the brick school with classrooms on the first floor, an 
auditorium and stage on the second floor, and an entire basement excavated for the cost of 
$3100. Within a few years, fire once again destroyed the Union Hill School, and it was only 
through the heroic efforts of local parishioners that the church was spared from being 
destroyed by fire. One man of note, John Barten, a young 23 year old man, died from 
pneumonia resulting from fighting that blaze on that bitterly cold winter night. 
 



 
The brick school that was built in 1895.  

 
In 1920, the present school building was built and plans were submitted by the State Board of 
Education. In the beginning, St. John the Evangelist School was part of the Le Sueur School 
district, but as territorial boundaries were changed, the school was placed within the 
boundaries of the New Prague School District 721. Though owned by the parish, the school was 
leased to the school district. With many of the public school children being Catholic, as were 
the two appointed public school teachers, the children were allow release time to celebrate 
Mass and to receive religious instruction. In 1970, Falcon Heights Elementary School in New 
Prague was built and the school at Union Hill was closed. However the primary purpose of the 
school is still being lived out today as children of the Western Catholic Community of the 
Greater Parish of St. Wenceslaus continue to receive religious instruction within its four walls. 
When not used for religious instruction, the lower level of the building is used for meetings, 
social events of the church, and rented out to families of the parish for reunions, showers and 
other family events. 
 

 

The school built in 1920, still in use to today for Faith Formation classes. 



WHERE WE ARE TODAY 

A great part of St. John the Evangelist’s legacy in modern history was the parish’s pastor, Father 

Elgar Bockenfeld OFM. Father Elgar was appointed by the Provincial of the OFM Sacred Heart 

Province and approved by Archbishop Leo Binz of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis 

to be pastor of St. John the Evangelist Parish and St. Benedict Parish in June, 1966. For over 43, 

Father Elgar was a good and faithful servant to the people with whom God entrusted him. He 

was present to his people during the joyful times of their lives, walked with them through their 

hardships and tragedies. He baptized, married and buried many of the people of St. John the 

Evangelist and St. Benedict over the years. Never wanting to resign as pastor, his religious Order 

gave him permission to continue pastoring these two parishes long past the Canonically 

required age of 75 years. At 91 years of age, Father Elgar was heard saying that he thought he 

had six more years of active ministry. He was not able to fulfill his wish, God calling him home 

on January 26, 2010, at the age of 93 years, still pastor of his beloved two parishes. 

                     

Fr. Elgar Bockenfeld, a young Franciscan.                                         Fr. Elgar Bockenfeld later in life. 

In 2004, Archbishop Harry Flynn, Archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis was told by the 

Provincial of the OFM Sacred Heart Province, that the Franciscans Friars would no longer serve 

in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. One by one, parishes served by the Franciscans 

were being handed back to the Archbishop. The Franciscan Order, like many other religious 

orders, suffered from a decline in religious vocations to the priesthood and could no longer 

replace priests who died or retired for reasons of health and age.  



The Archbishop knowing that the Archdiocese, too, had the same 

shortage of priests, began to plan for the closing and the merger 

of parishes within the Archdiocese. The Archbishop put into place 

the steps needed for the merging of the parishes of St. John the 

Evangelist, along with St. Benedict, St. Scholastica, Heidelberg, St. 

Joseph, Lexington, and St. Thomas, St. Thomas. 

Father Kevin Clinton was installed as pastor of St. Wenceslaus in 

2004, and began to hold discussions with Fr. Elgar and the trustees 

of St. John the Evangelist and St. Benedict, and with Fr. Roedel, the 

pastor of St. Scholastica, St. Joseph, St. Thomas and their  

respective trustees. 

In July of 2009, Fr. Roedel retired from active ministry for reasons      

Fr. Kevin Clinton                                  of poor health and Fr. Clinton was installed as the pastor of St. 

Scholastica, St. Joseph, and St. Thomas. Deacon Bob Wagner was assigned by Archbishop 

Nienstedt to Wenceslaus to assist Fr. Clinton as a pastoral associate. 

In October of 2009, Father David Barrett was 

assigned as a regional associate pastor to St. 

Wenceslaus in New Prague, serving primarily at 

the Church of St. Scholastica in Heidelberg, and 

the Church of St. Thomas in St. Thomas. 

In January of 2010, Fr. Elgar passed away and Fr. 
Clinton was installed as pastor of St. John the 
Evangelist and St. Benedict. In April of 2010, 
Deacon Bob Wagner was assigned by 
Archbishop Nienstedt as the interim parish life 
coordinator of St. John the Baptist and St. 
Benedict.  Fr. Marvin Klaers was assigned as the 
Sacrament Minister of St. John the Evangelist  

Fr. David Barrett                                                                        and St. Benedict. 
 
During this interim time, the Archdiocese was evaluating the number of parishes to merge and 
to close in Deanery 7. The recommendation of the Archdiocese was to close the five parishes of 
St. John the Evangelist, St. Benedict, St. Joseph, St. Scholastica and St. Thomas and have them 
merge with St. Wenceslaus in New Prague. Both Fr. Clinton and Fr. Barrett having grown up in 
the small rural communities of Marysburg and Randolph, respectively, knew the value and the 
importance of small rural parishes. Fr. Clinton negotiated with the Archdiocese to keep two 
rural church sites open. On October 16, 2010, the Archdiocese announced the merger of St. 
John the Evangelist, St. Benedict, St. Scholastica, St. Joseph, and St. Thomas with St. 
Wenceslaus. However, Fr. Clinton prevailed in securing that St. John the Evangelist and St. 



Scholastica would remain open. The merger was later modified that year in merging the Church 
of St. Thomas with St. Anne’s in Le Sueur.  
 

During November of 2010, Fr. Clinton, Fr. Barrett, and Dcn. Wagner 
began a series of meetings with the Transitional Parish Committee 
comprised of parish members from St. Benedict, St. John the 
Evangelist, St. Scholastica, and St. Joseph Churches. This committee 
began to plan the merger of these five parishes into one greater 
parish of St. Wenceslaus. From these series of meetings emerged 
what is now known as the Western Catholic Community part of the 
Greater Parish of St. Wenceslaus, comprising of St. John the 
Evangelist, St. Benedict, St. Scholastica and St. Joseph. 

Deacon Bob Wagner                    
 
On January 1, 2011,  the parishes of St. John the Evangelist, St. Benedict, St. Scholastica, St. 
Joseph, and St. Wenceslaus were canonically and legally merged as the new Parish of St. 
Wenceslaus. On that day the new parish of St. Wenceslaus became a parish with three church 
sites and six weekend Mass times. On January 15, 2011, Fr. Barrett began serving the Western 
Catholic Community on a full time basis. Deacon Bob Wagner splits his responsibilities between 
St. Wenceslaus and the Western Catholic Community, serving as the Director of Pastoral 
Ministry at St. Wenceslaus and the administrator of the Western Catholic Community.  
 
It was with great sadness that, on January 15th, the last Mass at St. Benedict Church was 
celebrated, St. Joseph Church having closed previous to the merger. 

 

 
The last Mass celebrated at the Church of St. Benedict. 

  
 



In September of 2013, the merger of the five parishes became to be known locally as the New 
Prague Area Catholic Community. 
 
St. John the Evangelist has undergone many transitions in its 150 year history. From a log cabin 
church originally built and shared by Irish and German immigrants, to the church that has 
occupied the same land on the corner of Minnesota State Highway 19 and Le Sueur County 
Road 31. Since 1865, St. John the Evangelist has been an integral part of life of rural Minnesota 
where the four townships of Belle Plaine, Helena, Derrynane, and Lanesburg intersect. 
 

 
 

Fr. Elgar noted in his history celebrating the 125th anniversary, the following: “Through 
redecoration of the church over the years, we have seen many changes in the church sanctuary, 
but the simple and quiet beauty we see as we enter the church today reflects the traditions 
carried on in this country parish. The statue of St. John the Evangelist stands in the high center 
of the sanctuary.” 
 



I might add to Fr. Elgar’s observations, that though the statue of St. John may stand in the 
highest part of the sanctuary, the statue stands directly above the center of the “Beloved 
Disciple’s” greatest love and devotion, that being Jesus Christ, the Lord and the Savior of us all. 
This is the greatest of all Traditions, to come to know and to love Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 

Jesus is the central Tradition of human life that all the transitions of a faith community cannot 
change. The Church is made up not of bricks and mortars, but the living stones of the lives of 
the disciples of Jesus. The Church has and will continue to undergo transition and change. As 
over time, improvements have been made to the Church of St. John the Evangelist, whether 
they be the addition of storm windows and new shingles on the exterior of the church, to new 
furnaces and carpeting in the interior, the Church of St. John the Evangelist continues to hold 
within itself the history of believers who have gathered for over 150 years to pray and to give 
glory and praise to the God who loves us.  May we as a people of faith continue to be disciples 
of the “one who loved us first,” and go forth as his disciples spreading his Good News to people 
everywhere. 
 
 
 



THE PRIESTS WHO HAVE SERVED AT ST. JOHN THE 
EVANGELIST 

 
The following list was compiled by Fr. Elgar for the 125th anniversary of St. John 
the Evangelist. 

 
From 1857 to 1864, the Benedictine Monks served the spiritual needs of the 

families of St. John the Evangelist. Among those priests who ministered to the 

people were: 

 

Fr Benedict Hainsl OSB 

Fr Eberhare Gahr OSB 

Fr Cornelius Wittman OSB 

Fr Bruno Riess OSB 

Fr. Heinul P Stuchenkemprer OSB 

Fr George Scherer OSB 

 

 
Priests who served St. John the Evangelist early on (top, left to right): Fr. William Kilnkhammer, 

Fr. Alexander Berghold, Fr. Samuel Macke OFM, Fr. Fabian OFM, Fr. Honoratus Bonzelet OFM 

(bottom, left to right): Fr Matthew Barresch, Fr Raymond OFM, and Fr. Victorin Homann OFM 
 



From as early as 1862 to 1875, the priests who assisted the people at St. John the 

Evangelist were Diocesan priests. These priests include the following: 

 

Fr Peter Maly, 1864 to 1866 

Fr Alexander Berghold, 1866 to 1868 

Fr Honoratus Povlny, 1868 to 1869 

Fr John Schenk, 1869 to 1873 

Fr Honoratus Povlny, 1873 to July 1873 

Fr Rudolph Duestermann, 1873 to 1875 

 

From 1875 to 2010, Friars from the Order of Friars Minor (OFM) served the 

spiritual needs of the families of St. John the Evangelist. Among those priests who 

served the people were: 

 
Fr Sebastian Cybulla OFM, 1875 to 1876 

Fr Eustachius Briggemann OFM, 1876 to 1876 (two months) 

Fr Rufinus Moehle OFM, 1876 to 1878 

 
Fr Aloysius Wiewer OFM, 1878 to 1878 (nine months) 

Fr Beda Hansen OFM, 1879-1880 

Fr Fabian Rechteine OFM, 1880 to 1885 



 
Fr Othmar Putthoft OFM, 1885 to 1897 

Fr Mathaeus Schmitz OFM, 1897 to 1897 (five months) 

Fr Othma Putthoft OFM, 1897 to 1897 (seven months) 

Fr Nazarious Kaiser OFM, 1897 to 1899 

Fr Otto Jansen OFM, 1899 to 1900 

Fr Celestine Kaiser OFM, 1900 to 1901 

Fr Sebasitan Cybulla OFM, 1901 to 1902 

 
Fr Heribert Stotter OFM, 1902to 1914 

Fr Raymond Holte OFM, 1914 to 1924 

Fr Alexander Dorenkemper OFM, 1924 to 1925 

 
Fr Hildebrand Fuchs OFM, 1925 to 1936 

 
Fr Claude Rust OFM, 1936 to 1938 



 
Fr Hillarian Durek OFM, 1938 to 1941 

Fr Oswald Gasper OFM, 1941 to 1943 

Fr Benedict Leutnegger OFM, 1943 to 1946 

Fr Rayner Schwartz OFM, 1946 to 1947 

Fr Gratian Gehrig OFM, 1947 to 1949 

Fr Kenneth Gansman OFM, 1949 to 1959 

Fr Marcellin Mescher OFM, 1959 to 1964 

Fr Basil Tsung OFM, 1964 to 1964 

Fr Oscar Rascher OFM, 1964 to 1966 

 
Fr Elgar Bockenfeld OFM, 1966 to 2010 

 

With the death of Fr Elgar Bockenfeld OFM in January of 2010, the Sacred Heart 

Province of the Order of Friars Minor served notice to Archbishop Nienstedt that 

the parishes of St. John the Evangelist in Union Hill and St. Benedict would no 

longer be served by Franciscan priests. At Fr Elgar’s death, the parishes passed 

back to the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. The priests who have served 

at St. John the Evangelist since that time are: 

 
Fr Kevin Clinton, pastor of the Greater Parish of St. Wenceslaus, January 2010 to 

the present. 



 
Fr Marvin Klaers, sacramental minister, March 2010 to January 2011. 

 
Fr David Barrett, regional associate pastor of the Greater Parish of St. 

Wenceslaus, January 2011 to the present. 

 
 

OUR BISHOPS 

Though for 135 years of its 150 years, St. John the Evangelist has been ministered 

to by the Friars of the Order of Friars Minor (Franciscans) of the Sacred Heart 

Province, it has always been a parish in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 

Minneapolis. Through its many pastors, the teaching of the chief teacher of the 

Archdiocese, namely the Archbishop, has been passed on to the people of the 

parish. In short, St. John the Evangelist would not exist were it not for the bishops 

of this Archdiocese. Throughout our 150 years, here are the bishops who have 

shepherded us so faithfully. 

 

  

 Bishop Thomas Grace 1859-1884 



                                           

Archbishop John Ireland     Archbishop Austin Dowling            Archbishop John Murray 
          1884-1918                                               1919-1930                                         1931-1956 
 
 

                           
Archbishop William Brady      Archbishop Leo Binz               Archbishop John Roach 
          1956-1961                                        1962-1975                                                   1975-1995 
 

                       
Archbishop Harry Flynn                 Archbishop John Nienstedt                      Apostolic Administrator 
         1995-2008                                           2008- 2015                                         Coadjutor Archbishop 
                                                                                                                                   Bernard Hebda (present) 
 
 
 
 



SACRED IMAGERY IN ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
 

St. John the Evangelist is rich in sacred imagery, from the front piece of the altar, 
to the statues, Stations of the Cross, and symbolic imagery on the windows.  
 

THE ALTAR 
 

 
 

The beautiful Triptych  adorning the front piece of the altar is rich in sacred imagery, each panel of the 
triptych in relation to each other. At one time in the  history of the church, one of the pastors covered 
up this triptych with painted plywood. Fortunately, the treasure underneath the plywood was 
uncovered. 
 
 

 
 

In the far left panel, we see portrayed the story from the 14th Chapter of Genesis in which King 
Melchizedek, King of Salem and high priest of El Elyon (God most high), brings out bread and wine and 
blesses Abraham. King Melchizedek is a prototype of Jesus Christ, who assumes the role of High Priest 
once and for all as heard in Psalm 109, “The Lord has sworn and oath he will not change. You are a priest 
for ever, a priest like Melchizedek of old.” 



 

 

In the far right panel, we see the very familiar story of Abraham sacrificing his son, Isaac. As Abraham 

brings the knife down to kill his son, an angel of God stays his hand. In the far right corner we see the 

figure of a ram caught in some brambles, whom Abraham then sacrifices to God. In this Old Testament 

story, Isaac, the only son of Abraham and Sarah, prefigures Jesus, the only Son of God, who is sacrificed 

on the cross in reparation for the sins of all humankind. 

 

 

This middle panel takes the symbols of both the left and right panels and combines them into the 

person of Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, the penultimate High Priest. We see the familiar setting of 

the Last Supper at which within a meal, the Body and Blood of Jesus, which would be shed the next day 

on Golgotha, is shared with this disciples. The words from John 6 are fulfilled. “I am the bread of life; 

whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst. Amen, amen, I 

say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within 

you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day.” 

 

  

 



STATUARY 

As in many older churches, St. John the Evangelist is rich in visual images of the saints who have 

gone before us in faith.  As Catholics we often say we pray to the saints. This often brings 

confusion to some of our Protestant brothers and sisters who believe we are assigning the deity 

that is only reserved to God to mere human beings. With this misinterpretation of statues, it is 

understandable that they could be seen as graven images of false gods. The truth is that for us 

these statues represent those people who have lived lives of holiness, people who are role 

models for us, people to emulate in our lives. Statues are similar to the pictures of those 

relatives we hang on the wall of our homes. It is our way of keeping alive the memory of people 

who have gone before us, people very special to us and to our faith. When we often say, “we 

pray to the saints,” what we are really saying is that we are asking those saints to pray for us, 

just as we ask our family and friends who are living to pray for us.  

 
 

Above and to either side of the tabernacle are three statues. St. John the Evangelist, the Beloved 
Disciple of Jesus and the patron saint of our church is seen standing over the tabernacle in which the 
Blessed Sacrament is reposed. To the left of the tabernacle is a statue of St. Francis of Assisi, the founder 
of the Order of Friars Minor who so wanted to closely be like Jesus was given the stigmata, the five 
wounds of the crucified Christ. To the right of the tabernacle is St. Anthony of Padua, another member 
of the Franciscan Order, who was a renowned preacher.  It only stands to reason that these two beloved 
Franciscan saints would be honored in a Franciscan church.



 
 
The side altar to the left of the sanctuary is one that honors the Mary, the Theotokus, the Mother of 
God. The middle statue portrays Mary with folded hands, and a halo of stars around her head. This is the 
image of Mary, the Immaculate Conception as described by St. Bernadette of Lourdes. It recalls the 
passage from the Book of Revelation, “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed 
with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. And she being 
with child cried, travailing in birth .... And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with 
a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.” To the left of the Immaculate 
Conception is St. Agnes. St. Agnes is often portrayed holding a lamb (Agnus in Latin). She was an early 
Christian martyr who died at the age of 12 or 13 during the time of Roman Emperor Diocletian. She is 
the patron saint of young girls. To the right of the Immaculate Conception is St. Elizabeth of Hungary. St. 
Elizabeth was a member of the Third Order of St. Francis (now known as the Order of Franciscan 
Secular). She was devoted to serving the poor. She gave bread to the poor and once, to dispel suspicion 
that she was stealing from the treasury, her husband, King Ludwig asked her to reveal what she had 
hidden under her cloak. She opened her cloak and the bread she had hidden was revealed to all as white 
and red roses. 



 
The altar to the right of the sanctuary honors St. Joseph, the step-father of Jesus. Joseph is portrayed 
holding the child, Jesus, and also holding a staff from which flowers blossom. In the Protoevangelium, a 
gospel not approved for the Bible, a story is told that Mary’s future husband was to be chosen from the 
staffs of widowers. Only the staff of Joseph burst into bloom, indicating that he was divinely chosen to 
be the spouse of Mary. The statue to the left of St. Joseph is that of the deacon, St. Lawrence. Lawrence 
was one of seven deacons of Ancient Rome under Pope Sixtus II, that were martyred during the reign of 
the Emperor Valerian in 258 A.D. After the martyrdom of Pope Sixtus, the prefect of Rome demanded 
that Lawrence hand over the riches of the Church. Lawrence asked for three days to assemble the 
riches, which he presented to the prefect in the form of the poor, the crippled, the blind and the 
suffering. He said to the prefect, "The Church is truly rich, far richer than your emperor." He died 
roasted over hot coals on a gridiron which he holds in his left hand. Lawrence holds a chalice in his right 
hand. Legend has it that the Holy Grail, the chalice of Jesus was given to Lawrence, who sent it to his 
parents in Aragon, Spain for safe keeping. The figure to the right of Joseph is still being debated. He is 
obviously a shepherd, holding a shepherd’s crook with a lamb at his feet. He could possibly be David, the 
shepherd, the future King of Israel (Father Dave’s bias). He might possibly be St. John the Baptist, 
ancient iconography depicting John the Baptist as a young man holding a lamb, representing his cousin 
Jesus.  



 
In the rear of the church is a devotional chapel that has two statues. The statue on the left of the votive 
candles is the Sacred Heart of Jesus. To the right of the votive candles is the statue of the Pieta, Mary 
holding the lifeless body of her son, Jesus. The devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is widely known 
throughout the Catholic Church. The symbol of Jesus physical heart is a representation of his divine love 
for humanity. The devotion began with St Margaret Mary Alacoque, a French nun who said that Jesus 
taught her the devotion in a series of apparition between the years of 1673 and 1675. In the 19th 
century, Sr Mary of the Divine Heart sent seven letters to Pope Leo XIII to consecrate the entire world to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. After he had a group of theologians investigate the revelations in light of 
Sacred Tradition, Pope Leo XIII in the encyclical Annun Sacrum, consecrated the all of humanity to the 
Sacred Heart on June 11, 1899. The Pieta, that of Mary holding the lifeless body of Jesus, has been 
represented in art from the 12th century to the present. The most famous statue, that which 
Michelangelo carved, is in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Votive candles are usually placed before images 
of either Jesus or Mary. While they are not necessary in order to pray for a particular intention or for 
someone else in need, they are a visible representation of the prayer being offered up to God and often 
bring comfort and assurance to the one offering the prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SACRED SYMBOLS WITHIN THE WINDOWS OF THE CHURCH 

Very few windows are stain glass at St. John the Evangelist. Stain glass windows 

have always been very expensive. Instead of stain glass the builders of the church 

used a process of painting glass that gives the same ascetic effect as stain glass. It 

is important to note that church windows serve a purpose more than merely 

decorative or lend a more sacred environment to a church. In older churches the 

windows also served as a teaching tool for many people, who at the time the 

church was built, were unable to read.  On top of each window at St. John the 

Evangelist are symbols integral to our Catholic faith. Let’s examine some of these 

symbols. 

 

 

 
One of the most ancient Eucharistic symbols of the Church is the mother pelican. In nature, 
the early Christians observed that during times when there was little food, a mother stork 
would pierce her own breast and nourish her babies by her own blood. In the Eucharist we 
are fed by the body and the blood of Jesus, and so the mother stork became a symbol of 
Jesus in the Eucharist. 



 
The anchor is an ancient symbol of the Church. It appears in numerous epitaphs found in the 
catacombs. It is a symbol of safety. Early Christians adopted the anchor as a symbol of hope in future 
existence. It becomes a symbol of Christ who is the unfailing hope of all who believe in him. The 
anchor is the hope of salvation. Along with epitaphs found in the catacombs, the anchor has been 
found as a symbol in the most ancient cemeteries of St. Priscilla, Domitilla, and Calixtus. St. Ambose 
wrote, “As the anchor thrown from a ship prevents this from being borne about, but holds it securely, 
so faith strengthened by hope.” 
 

 
 
 The crown of thorns is the royal crown of the crucified Jesus whose throne was the cross. The INRI is 
an abbreviation of the sign posted above Jesus’s head, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” In 
iconography, this symbol contrasts the crown of Jesus with that of earthly kings. Many Christian 
writers equate thorns with the fall of humankind. They have been associated also with Abraham’s 
sacrifice of Isaac, which was averted by the appearance of a ram who horns were caught in a thicket. 
The ram, like Jesus, becomes a substitutionary sacrifice. Casidorus (570 AD) wrote, “There we may 
behold the thorny crown, which was only set upon the head of Our Redeemer in order that all the 
thorns of the world might be gathered together and broken.” 
 



 

The crown with a scepter in the middle. The scepter is a symbol of authority. When the scepter, in this 
case the cross of Jesus, is combined with a crown it is a symbol of Christ’s triumphal reign over all of 
creation. At the end of each liturgical year, the last Sunday before the Season of Advent, we celebrate 
the Solemnity of Christ the King for which this symbol takes its full meaning, for Jesus is Lord of 
heaven and earth. 
 

 
 
The Dove has been long the symbol of the Holy Spirit. In the gospel accounts of the Baptism of Jesus, 

the Holy Spirit came down upon Jesus in the form of a dove. The dove is also noted in the account of 

Noah’s Ark in which a dove carries an olive branch to Noah indicating that there was land nearby. The 

dove being a symbol that humankind was reconciled with God. The dove is also a symbol that is found 

in the iconography of other ancient cultures, symbolizing Divinity. ‘After Jesus was baptized, he came 

up from the water and behold, the heavens were opened [for him], and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove [and] coming upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, saying, “This is 

my beloved Son,* with whom I am well pleased.”’ (Matthew 3: 16-17) 

http://usccb.org/bible/matthew/3#48003017-1


 

The Agnus Dei “Lamb of God.” This early Christian symbol appears as early as 526 A.D. in the Church 

of St. Cosmas and Damian. It is a visual representation of Jesus as the Lamb of God, who holds a 

banner with a cross. The banner rests on the Lamb’s shoulder. The Lamb lays upon the Book of the 

Seven Seals as described in the Book of Revelation. “I saw a scroll in the right hand of the one who sat 

on the throne. It had writing on both sides and was sealed with seven seals. Then I saw a mighty angel 

who proclaimed in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” But no one in 

heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to examine it. I shed many tears 

because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to examine it. One of the elders said to me, 

“Do not weep. The lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed, enabling him to open 

the scroll with its seven seals.” Then I saw standing in the midst of the throne and the four living 

creatures and the elders, a Lamb that seemed to have been slain. He had seven horns and seven eyes; 

these are the [seven] spirits of God sent out into the whole world. He came and received the scroll 

from the right hand of the one who sat on the throne.” (Rev 5:1-7)  At times, the Lamb is shown 

bleeding from the heart, symbolizing Jesus’ shedding of his blood to take away the sins of the world. It 

is in John’s Gospel that we hear John the Baptist say to the people, “Behold the Lamb of God, behold 

him who takes away the sins of the world.” This symbol reminds us the role that Jesus played in being 

the perfect sacrificial offering. 



 

The shock of wheat. As we hear in the prayers at the Preparation of the Gifts, “Blessed are you, Lord 
God of all creation, for through your goodness we have received the bread we offer you: fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands it will become for us the bread of life.” 
 

 
 
A chalice with grapes. The symbol of the wine that will become the Blood of Christ. We hear again in 
the prayers of the priest during the Preparation of the Gifts these words,” Blessed are you, Lord God 
of all creation, for through your goodness we have received the wine we offer you: fruit of the vine 
and work of human hands it will become for us our spiritual drink.” 
 
 



 
 
This is the symbol of the “Arma Christi”, the “Weapons of Christ.” The instruments of torture and 
execution of Jesus, namely the nails that fastened Jesus’ hands and feet to the cross, the hammer that 
drove those nails, the spear that pierced the heart of Jesus, and the sponge soaked in wine and put on 
a sprig of hyssop are used in this symbol as a way to emphasize that it was through these weapons 
used upon him that Jesus achieved his victory over Satan. 
 

 
 
The symbol of incense and incense bowl. The use of incense is rooted in the traditions of Judaism, 
especially during the time of the Second Jewish Temple. It is a powerful Christian symbol of the prayer 
of the faithful rising up to heaven as we hear in Psalm 141, “Let my prayer be incense before you; my 
uplifted hands an evening offering.” (New American Bible) In the Book of Revelation, incense 
symbolizes the prayers of the saints in heaven. 

 

 



 

This is the symbol of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. In many symbols the heart of Mary is pierced 

with seven wounds or swords, a representation of the seven Dolors or seven sorrows of Mary. In the 

image of the Immaculate of Mary in our church, we see her heart encircled by roses and pierced by a 

sword. This recalls what Simeon foretold to Mary at the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, “Behold, 

this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted, 

and you yourself a sword shall pierce so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” (Luke 

2:34b-35). The Immaculate Heart of Mary represents Mary’s joys and sorrows, her virtues, her hidden 

perfections, her love for God the Father, her maternal love for Jesus, her son, and compassionate love 

for all humankind. 

 

This is the symbol of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Note the crown of thorns that encircles his heart. The 

meaning behind the symbolism has already been referred to in the notes on the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 



 

The monstrance or ostensorium is a sacred vessel used for displaying the Blessed Sacrament (note the 

white circle in the middle with a red cross). The monstrance is principally used in exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament during Forty hour devotions, the liturgy of Benediction, and in processions, such as 

on the Feast of the Body and Blood of Jesus (the Second Sunday after Pentecost). The monstrance was 

designed after the gold reliquaries that were used to display the holy relics of saints. As devotion to 

the Blessed Sacrament grew throughout the Middle Ages, the monstrance was designed to hold the 

consecrated host for long periods of venerations (up to this time, the priest would have to hold the 

host above his head which required two people on either side of him to hold his arms up when they 

began to tire.) Over time, the monstrance has come to be a symbol of our devotion to the Blessed 

Sacrament in the Eucharistic celebration of the Mass. 

We remember with great reverence our 

sister church, St. Benedict, with these 

Stations of the Cross. Hand painted over 

copper, restored by the parish of St. 

Benedict when they celebrated their 

150th anniversary as a parish community. 

The Stations of the Cross were brought 

by St. Francis of Assisi to Medieval 

Europe as a way for all Christians to walk 

prayerfully the Via Dolorosa of Jesus. 

Our lives in baptism are intimately 

united to the life of Jesus. These 

beautiful stations not only remind us of 

the Paschal Mystery of Jesus (his Passion, Death, and Resurrection) but the presence of the Paschal 

Mystery of the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus in our own lives.  

 



IN THE SANCTUARY OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

 

 
The interior of St. John the Evangelist. 

“The liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed; at 

the same time it is the font from which all her power flows. For the aim and 

object of apostolic works is that all who are made sons of God by faith and 

baptism should come together to praise God in the midst of His Church, to take 

part in the sacrifice, and to eat the Lord's supper.” (Constitution On Sacred 

Liturgy, Chap. 1, Art. 10) 

As we look upon the sanctuary from the vantage point of the choir loft, our eyes 

take in three important places within the sanctuary. To the right is the presider’s 

chair. To the left is the ambo. And, in the center is the altar. All three are 

significant in our worship at St. John the Evangelist. 



   THE PRESIDER’S CHAIR 

This is more than just a 

conveniently placed chair in 

which the priest sits. The 

symbolism of the presider’s 

chair is taken from the 

“Cathedra”, the chair upon 

which the Bishop sits in the 

Cathedral. The bishop’s 

chair is a liturgical symbol 

of his teaching office and as 

his role as chief shepherd, 

the pastoral leader of the 

people entrusted to him in 

his Diocese. The presider’s 

chair is symbol that the 

bishop has entrusted to the 

priest the duties of 

pastorally leading and 

teaching the people of the 

parish. From this chair, the 

priest begins the Mass, 

greeting the people, 

praying the Collect, listens 

to Holy Scripture 

proclaimed. The priest may 

give his homily from the presider’s chair or from the ambo or any place in the 

sanctuary. It is from the chair that the priest leads the faith community in the 

Creed. From this chair he prays the Prayer after Communion, Blesses and 

Dismisses the faithful to go out and spread the Good News of Jesus Christ to 

people everywhere. 

 

 



 

              THE AMBO 

The second place that is 

significant in the sanctuary is 

the Ambo. It is of equal 

importance to the Altar. In the 

structure of the Mass are two 

major parts, each primary to 

the Mass. In the Liturgy of the 

Word, the first part, we are fed 

by God’s Word proclaimed in 

Holy Scripture. We hear how 

God has acted and moved in 

human history prior to the 

coming of Jesus in the first 

reading. Led by cantor or choir 

we sing psalms from the Book 

of Psalms. We hear how God 

moved in the lives of the early 

Christian community in letters 

from Paul, John, Peter, James, 

the Acts of the Apostles and in 

the Book of Revelation. We 

then greet the proclamation of 

the Gospel with an acclamation, as we anticipate Jesus continuing to teach us and 

speak to us as the Deacon or Priest proclaims the Good News. It is from the Ambo 

that the homily makes relevant in our lives today what we heard in the Gospel. It 

is from the Ambo that the Prayers of the Faithful are led and prayed by the 

community. The Liturgy of the Word is integral to the celebration of the Mass. It is 

so important that one is not to miss this part of the Mass. From this table of the 

Word flows grace abundant. As we hear in the Ephphatha rite in the ritual of 

baptism, “The Lord Jesus Christ made the deaf to hear and the mute to speak. 

May he soon open your ears to hear his Word, and your mouth to proclaim his 

faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father.” 



 

THE ALTAR 

The altar is both the place of sacrifice and meal. In the person of the priest, Jesus 

continues to invite the community to gather around the table and eat as did the 

apostles at the first Mass. It is a table of sacrifice, recalling the altars of ancient 

Israel upon which animals were sacrificed to God. In addition, it represents the 

tomb of Christ, in which the lifeless body of Jesus rested following his crucifixion. 

The sacredness of the altar is such that upon entering the sanctuary at Mass, the 

priest and the deacon kiss its surface. And, upon leaving the sanctuary at the 

conclusion of Mass, the priest and deacon, once more, kiss its surface. It is at the 

altar that the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the second part of the Mass is celebrated. 

At this sacred table, we are fed the Body and Blood of Jesus. In the Eucharistic 

prayer, we recall what happened at the first Mass. With Jesus, we offer ourselves 

up, as the Body of Christ, in sacrifice to God the Father. We remember the living 

members of the Body of Christ at the same time we recall and honor our ancestry, 

the Communion of Saints, who have gone before us. We promise to transform 

our lives into becoming the living Body and Blood of Jesus to the world. 



 

THE NAVE OF THE CHURCH 

As important as the presider’s chair, the ambo, and the altar are to a Catholic 

Church, the pews are just as significant. It is in the pews of the church that the 

“real Church”, the Body of Christ gathers to be fed by God’s Word and the 

Sacrament of the Eucharist. We gather not as individuals on Sunday, but as one 

community of faith to be the face of Christ to those we encounter during the 

week. This is the gathering of we who are baptized who are called to go forth and 

be evangelizers of Jesus, more so not by what we say, but more by what we do. 

As St. Paul writes in his first letter to the Corinthians, “When we eat this bread 

and drink the cup, we proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes.” (1 Cor 

11:26) We continue to love as Jesus loved until it is no longer necessary when 

Jesus comes again in glory.  

‘For the liturgy, "through which the work of our redemption is accomplished," 

most of all in the divine sacrifice of the Eucharist, is the outstanding means 

whereby the faithful may express in their lives, and manifest to others, the 

mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true Church.’ (Constitution On Sacred 

Liturgy, Introduction, Article 2) 

 



              THE BAPTISMAL FONT 

The baptismal font holds a place of 

great importance in every Catholic 

Church. It is the place where we are 

baptized into life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus. As St. Paul 

writes, “Are you unaware that we 

who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? We 

were indeed buried with him 

through baptism into death, so that, 

just as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, we 

too might live in newness of life. For 

if we have grown into union with 

him through a death like his, we 

shall also be united with him in the 

resurrection.” (Rom 6:3-5) It is at 

this font, prominently placed in the 

front of church that so many of the 

faithful of St. John the Evangelist 

have become sons and daughters of God.  

Note in the carved detail of the font, two 

Ichthys  (fish shapes) running diagonally from 

corner to corner. Where the two Ichthys 

intersect is the Cross. The Ichthys was the 

secret symbol for Jesus during the 

persecutions of the early Christian 

community. It became known as the “Jesus 

fish”. In Greek the word for fish was IXʘY∑ 

which was an acronym for Jesus Christ, Son of 

God, Savior. In the waters of this font, we 

become one with Jesus, our Savior and our 



brother. 

BAPTISM 

 

For in one Spirit we 

were all baptized into 

one body, whether Jews 

or Greeks, slaves or free 

persons, and we were 

all given to drink of one 

Spirit. (1 Cor 12:13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go, therefore, and 

make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to 

observe all that I have 

commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you 

always, until the end of 

the age. (Mt 28:19-20) 

 

 



 

Righteous Father … I 

made known to them 

your name and I will 

make it known, that 

the love with which you 

loved me may be in 

them and I in them. (Jn 

17:26) 

 

 

 

 

 

Father, I have given 

them the glory you 

gave me, so that they 

may be one, as we are 

one, I in them and you 

in me, that they may be 

brought to perfection 

as one, that the world 

may know that you 

sent me, and that you 

loved them even as you 

loved me. Father, they 

are your gift to me. (Jn 

17:22-24a) 

 

 



 

FIRST COMMUNION 

“Children were brought to Jesus that he might lay his hands on them and pray. 
The disciples rebuked the parents, but Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me, 
and do not prevent them; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’” 
(Mat 19:13-15) 
 
 

 

 
“When the hour came, he took his place at table with the apostles. He said to 
them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for, I 
tell you, I shall not eat it again until there is a fulfillment in the kingdom of God.’ 
Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and said, ‘Take this and share it among 
yourselves; for I tell that from time on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine until 
the kingdom of God comes.’ Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it 
and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which will be given for you; do this in 
memory of me.’ And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, which will be shed for you.’” (Luke 22:14-20) 

 



 
 

 
 

The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? 
The bread that we break, is it not a participation in body of Christ? Because the 
loaf of bread is one, we, though many are one body, for we all partake of the one 
loaf. (1 Cor 10: 16-17) 
 
“Lord, our God, 
out of the speech of little children 
you have fashioned a hymn of praise. 
Look with kindness on these children 
whom the faith of the Church commends  
to your tender care. 
Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, gladly welcomed  
little children. 
He took them in his arms, blessed them, 
and held them up as an example for all. 
We pray that you, Father, 
will also send your blessing on them, 
so that they may grow in Christian maturity 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
become Christ’s witnesses in the world, 
spreading and defending the faith. 



We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
(The Roman Ritual, Book of Blessings) 

 
MARRIAGE 

 
God of love, 
you have made the bond of marriage 
a holy mystery, 
a symbol of Christ’s love for his Church. 
Hear our prayers for this couple. 
With faith in you and in each other 
they pledge their love today. 
May their lives always bear witness 
to the reality of that love. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
(The Rite of Marriage, Opening Prayer 1) 
 



 
 

 
 

Holy God,  
creator of the universe, 
maker of man and woman in your own likeness, 
source of blessing for married life, 
we humbly pray to you for this couple. 
who today are united in this sacrament of marriage. 
 



 
 
May your fullest blessing come upon them  
so that they may together rejoice in your  
gift of married love 
(and enrich your Church with their children.) 

 
 
 

 
God, source of all happiness and love, 
may they both praise you when they are happy 
and turn to you in their sorrows. 
May they be glad that you help them in their work 
and know that you are with them in their need. 
May they pray to you in the community of the Church, 
and be your witnesses in the world. 

 



 
May they reach old age in the company of their friends, 
and come at last to the fullness of your reign in heaven. 
(The Rite of Marriage, Nuptial Blessing 3) 

MAY CROWNING 
 

 
 

On this day, O beautiful Mother, 
On this day we give thee our love. 

Near thee, Madonna, fondly we hover, 



Trusting thy gentle care to prove. 
 

 
 

On this day we ask to share, 
Dearest Mother, thy sweet care; 

Aid us ere our feet astray 
Wander from thy guiding way. 

 

 
 

Queen of angels, deign to hear 
Lisping children's humble prayer; 
Young hearts gain, O virgin pure, 

Sweetly to thyself allure. 



 

 
 

Rose of Sharon, Lovely flower 
Beauteous bud of Eden's bower 

Cherished lily of the vale, 
Virgin Mother, Queen we hail. 

 

FEAST OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 
 

 
 
The Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ is largely attributed to 40 years of work by a 13th 
century Norbertine cannoness, Juliana of Liege, who reported that she had a vision of Jesus 



who instructed her to work toward having the feast day of Corpus Christi placed in the liturgical 
calendar. This vision continued for over 20 years, whereupon she mentioned it to her 
confessor, who reported the vision to his bishop. It was promulgated as a universal feast of the 
Church by Pope John XXII in 1317 A.D. 
 

 
 

Traditionally, this feast is marked by a procession of the Blessed Sacrament in a monstrance 
held by the priest followed by parishioners through the neighborhoods around the church. This 
occurs following Mass and the people pray and sing in procession. 
At St. John the Evangelist, it has been the tradition that three altars are placed outside of the 
church at which Benediction is celebrated, one altar facing the North, one altar Facing the East, 
one altar facing the South, and the final altar, that within the church, facing the West. In this 
way, the priest blesses each point of the compass with the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

          
 

            The altar facing the North.                                                    
The altar facing the East. 
 



      
 
           The altar facing the South.                                                    The altar facing the West. 
 

      
 
                        The procession around the Church of St. John the Evangelist. 

MUSIC AT ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

Among the many signs and symbols used by the Church to celebrate its faith, music is of 

preeminent importance. As sacred song united to words, it forms a necessary or integral part of 

the solemn liturgy. Yet the function of music is ministerial; it must serve and never dominate. 

Music should assist the assembled believers to express and share the gift of faith. It should 

heighten the texts so that they speak more fully and more effectively. The quality of joy and the 

enthusiasm which music adds to community worship cannot be gained in any other way. It 

imparts a sense of unity to the congregation and sets the appropriate tone for a particular 

celebration. (Music In Worship, Art. 21) 



 

The 1893 church choir of St. John the Evangelist. First row left to right: Will Lochen, Will Schneider, 
Mr. Gumper (educator, organist, and choir director), Fr. Othmar, John Pint, Joseph Barten, Math 
Huss. Back row left to right: Frank Giesen, John Schneider, Peter Klinkhammer, John Walerius, Peter 
Weinandt, Joseph Hoffman, Peter Grossman, John Giesen, Henry Schoenecker, Joe Schoenecker, 
John Huss, and Carl Witt. 
 

From 1899 onward, if you were an educator at St. John the Evangelist School, the expectations 

of the job were more than being a good classroom teacher. You also had to be an organist and 

church choir director. In the commemorative booklet from the Diamond Jubilee of St. John the 

Evangelist in 1940, it was written that people who held both of these positions include: Joseph 

Busch, 1899-1913; Alois Becker, 1913-1914; Joseph Korte, 1914-1918; Henry Shadegg, 1918-

1921; Francis Shommer, 1923-1926; Willilam Bloms, 1926-1928; Valentin Henkl, 1928-1934, 

Theodore Antony, 1934 to 1940. From 1940 the list stopped. However, for those teachers, like 

Thomas Nickolay, 1921-1923, who could not play organ, Joseph Busch stepped upped to fill in 

as choir director and organist. Following the time of Theodore Antony, Joseph Busch continued 

to serve as choir director and organist. Following Joseph Busch, Sandy Gallagher played the 

organ and directed the choir until the Spring of 2014. Following Sandy, the position shifted from 

directing music and playing organ exclusively at St. John the Evangelist, to becoming a Director 

of Music for the Western Catholic Community. The first Music Director of the Western Catholic 

Community was Grace Erie, August 2014 to August 2015.  



One of the names that is strongly connected to the music of St. John the Evangelist is Joseph 

Busch. He was an educator during the day at the school and a choir director organist for the 

church in the evening. He served strictly in that capacity for fourteen years. He resigned his 

position as an educator to be a farmer. Over the years he continued to serve in the music 

ministry of St. John the Evangelist, especially when one of the educators lacked the skill to play 

organ and direct music. Along with his many musical gifts was that of a composer. One of his 

choral arrangements is on the following page. 

While the ministerial role of the church choir has changed from singing for the assembly to 

leading the assembly in song, the church choir serves a very important part in liturgical music. 

 

                                 Music director Grace Erie and the St. John the Evangelist Choir. 

 



 

                                    Choral composition written by Joseph Busch 



 

 Victorin Ruhland’s translation of the Choral anthem “Am Grabe Ist Ruh,” composed by Joseph 

Busch. 



THE WESTERN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY PICNIC 
 
The Western Catholic Community Picnic is a tradition that evolved following the merger of the 
five churches in 2011. On the last Sunday of June, the community gathers for a picnic to 
celebrate our identity as a rural Catholic community of faith, to eat, to drink, and to help raise 
funds for the Western Catholic Community. Most years, the picnic has been held in the park in 
Heidelberg, just opposite St. Scholastica Church. One year, with the feast of the Body and Blood 
of Christ falling on the last Sunday of June, we celebrated the picnic at St. John the Evangelist.  
 

 
From left to right: Becky Wilson, Carol Weiers, Fr. Dave and Brian Rynda at the 

picnic of the Western Catholic Community in 2012 held at Heidelberg Park. 
 

                                                       



In 2014, we celebrated our annual WCC picnic at St. John the Evangelist following the procession on the 
Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ. 

 

 
 

 
 

Folks enjoying their picnic meal inside and outside the hall at St. John the Evangelist School. 
 

 
 

 



THE BEAUTIFUL GROUNDS OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
 

Being a rural church, nature abounds at St. John the Evangelist, even with the curious chipmunk 
participating in our liturgical celebrations on occasion. From the flowering crab apple tree 
during the springtime, to the rose bushes, and the flower gardens, there is color everywhere 
during the warm months of Minnesota. Much of the credit goes to Teresa Ruhland who tends 
the gardens around the church. 

 

 
A shrine to our Blessed Mother appropriately surrounded by flowering plants. 

 

 
 
 



 
A garden memorial to Fr. Elgar Bockenfeld OFM 

 

 
 



 
 

One curious feature on the church are two Trinitarian Stain Glass windows 
placed on the north and south side of the sanctuary. These windows can only 

be seen from the outside, but not from the inside. For reasons largely unknown 
a former pastor thought it best to sheetrock over the windows on the interior 

of the church. 
 
 
 



ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CEMETERY 
 

 
 

Go forth, Christian soul, from this world 
in the name of God the almighty Father, 
who created you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, 
who suffered for you 
in the name of the Holy Spirit, 
who was poured out upon you, 
go forth, faithful Christian. 
May you live in peace this day, 
may your home be with God in Zion, 
with Mary, the virgin Mother of God, 
with Joseph, and all the angels and saints. 
(From the Commendation of the Dying) 

 
 
 
 



The ground in which our ancestors rest is holy ground. Those who lie here built this community 
of faith. It was more than just brick and mortar that they assembled together to create the 
structure in which we worship today. Their lives breathed life into the community of St. John 
the Evangelist, and those of us who trace our ancestry back to the Communion of Saints who 
rest here in eternal peace are dedicated to keeping alive their memory. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



                      
As we pass through the iron gated entrance                         Here we can sit peacefully and reflect on the 
to the cemetery, we find this statue of                                  lives of our loved ones, entrusting them to 
Christopher bidding us peace.                                                  Jesus who holds them tenderly to his heart. 
 

 
Memorial created in 1940 for the Diamond 

Jubilee of St. John the Evangelist and blessed 
By Archbishop John Murray. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

All loving God, 
You gave Fr. Elgar the spirit of truth and love 
to shepherd your people. 
May we who honor him 
learn from his example 
and be helped by his prayers. 
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you,  and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
(from the Order Of Christian Burial) 
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